
Professional Biography for Tricia Erickson  
 
Tricia is an art educator and “design thinking” enthusiast. She is a 13-year 
teaching veteran who just finished her 10th year of teaching art at Northview 
High School near Grand Rapids.  After graduating from GVSU in 2005 with a 
Bachelor of Arts in Art Education and French Language, she taught for two years 
at the elementary level prior to high school, so she appreciates the 
developmental stages of children in making art at all ages and is a big fan of 
encouraging her older students to reach for their “inner child” when creating art.  
 
She received a Master’s in Art Education through Kendall College of Art & 
Design in 2010 and is also a dual enrollment instructor for KCAD, which allows 
her high school art students to earn college credit while still in high school.  She 
has taught in the art education department at GVSU as a temporary adjunct 
professor as well as summer enrichment camps through the Grand Rapids Art 
Museum and Northview’s summer enrichment program for 4-7 year olds. From 
the little kids to the big kids, art is the one subject that brings people together. 
 
She has enjoyed volunteering with the MAEA in various roles from a Region 9 
Liaison (2012-2015) to Co-Chairing the 2015 MAEA Fall Conference that was 
hosted in Grand Rapids in October of 2015. She has also presented at the MAEA 
fall conferences as well as being a “Spotlight Speaker” at the 2016 Fall 
Conference in Traverse City.  She spoke for the NAEA Webinar with Steve 
Harryman on the “Power of Art Educators to Change Lives” which promotes the 
impact that art teachers have on students well after they have left our 
classrooms. 
 
Being a member of MAEA/NAEA keeps her excited about teaching art and is 
such a wonderful way to get connected with the amazing network of art 
educators out there. Her biggest passion in life, besides her incredibly supportive 
husband and three beautiful children, is to foster creativity and design thinking in 
education and to provide relevant and engaging art experiences to all of her 
students while promoting how important art is in the world of education. 
 


